stressed in excellent reviews of the subject by Swerdlow and Murray (I962), and Swerdlow, Murray and Daw (I963). In view of the importance of obtaining accurate information on this subject, we felt that an investigation employing a double blind technique would be the best method of oavoiding false clinical bias and erroneous impressions. It was felt that a comparison of three commonly used oral analgesics would determine, by this method, any difference between them. Pethidine is very widely used and was therefore one of the drugs chosen. Methadone, which is another well-established and widely-used analgesic, was the second drug included in the trial. For the third drug we chose the relatively new analgesic dextromoramide (Palfium), which originated in Belgium and had been described by Janssen and Jageneau (1957, 1958) . The use of dextromoramide has been described in this country by Cope and Jones (I959), Gavin (I960), Kagan (I96I) dextromoramide, 5 mg. of methadone or 50 mg. of pethidine. The dosage range of dextromoramide is from 5 to io mg., of methadone 5 to io mg., and of pethidine 50 to IOO mg. In order to obtain a standard effect it was decided to give the upper range of dosage and therefore all patients would be treated with either IO mg. of dextromoramide, IO mg. of methadone or Ioo mg. of pethidine, this dose being contained in two tablets. Thus all the patients were prescribed two tablets of one of these analgesics, which were identified by letters A, B or C. Only the pharmacist knew which was which of these and this knowledge was not revealed until after the entire trial was completed. Thus neither doctors, nurses nor patients were aware of the contents of the tablets at the time of the trial and assessment. The patients were those admitted to a general medical ward and were suffering with a variety of conditions which had produced severe pain. They were assessed by the authors and were adjudged as being in need of a powerful analgesic because of this severe pain. Having thus been included in the trial they were prescribed, by a method of random selection, Tables  I, 2 , 3 and 4.
Results
As can be seen from the tables, differences between the three groups were not great. A total of go patients in all were included in the trial. In the dextromoramide group (30 patients) 29 patients obtained relief from pain and five patients developed side-effects, none of these being respiratory depression. In the methadone group (30 patients) 29 patients obtained relief of pain, 9 patients experienced side-effects, two of these being respiratory depression. In the pethidine group (30 patients) 25 patients obtained relief of pain and eight patients developed side-effects, two of which were 
